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Our Orthodox Faith

ELMHURST—The Greek 
Orthodox Church of Saint Dem-
etrios in Elmhurst has announced 
the schedule of events for this 
year’s Dimitria Celebration. The 
annual celebration honors pa-
tron Saint Demetrios, commem-
orated each year on October 26.

The month 
long celebra-
tion kicks-
off with the 
Second An-
nual Taste of 
Greece Fall 
Glendi, Sept. 
24, from 12 
pm-11 pm, 
and Sept. 25 
from 12-3 pm. This year’s fall 
glendi will have a special fo-
cus—to create awareness of 
childhood cancer, in support of 
our beloved six year-old, Theo-
fanis Yianas, in his fight against 
Neuroblastoma. Theofanis is 
an altar boy and student at Py-
thagoras Children’s Academy. 
All proceeds from this event 
will benefit a fund for the boy’s 
growing medical expenses. Sep-
tember is also Childhood Can-
cer Awareness Month. Enjoy de-
licious Greek food and sweets. 
There will be plenty of activi-
ties for the whole family. Satur-
day will feature the “Saint Dem-
etrios’ Got Talent” Show, pony 
rides, music and dancing, plus 
a visit by Chicago Bears legend 
Steve “Mongo” McMichael. On 
Sunday, enjoy a fabulous lunch, 
petting zoo and moon jump, plus 
a performance by the Dionysos 
Adult and Junior Dance Troupes.

On October 8, bring the en-
tire family out for Salutations 
to Saint Demetrios at 6 pm, fol-
lowed by a special Movie Night, 
featuring the film “Do You 
Wanna Dance,” written, direct-
ed and starring Robert Krantz.

Holy Unction will be 
administered on Wednes-
day, October 19 at 5 pm.

 Then on October 20, attend 
Paraklesis Service at 6:30 pm, 
and stay for a special presenta-
tion by the Reverend Mark Si-
etsema of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church in Lansing, 
Michigan. He will discuss “Bi-
ble Sandwiches: Getting the 
Most out of Our Spiritual Food.”

Join them on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 25 for Hierarchical Great 
Vespers, beginning at 7 pm. 
On October 26, feast day of 
the patron saint, Demetrios 
the Myrrhbearer, Orthos will 
take place at 8 am, and Di-
vine Liturgy will be celebrated 
at 9:30 am. A complimentary 
feast day lunch will follow.

On Sunday, October 30, stay 
after church for the Pythago-
ras School OXI Day Program.

All events will take place 
at the church, located at 893 
N. Church Road in Elmhurst. 
For more information, call the 
church office at 630.834.7010 
or visit www.st-demetrios.org.  

DIMITRIA 
CELEBRATION 2011

Chicago Metropolis Philop-
tochos’ President Joanne Stavra-
kas has announced the Metropo-
lis Annual Luncheon to be held 
on September 24, 2011 at Rose-
wood Banquets and Restaurant 
in Rosemont, Illinois.  

The theme of the Luncheon 
will be: “Philoptochos – 80 
years of reaching out and touch-
ing others.”  2011 marks the 80th 
Anniversary milestone of the Greek 
Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos So-
ciety which was founded in 1931 
by then Archbishop Athenagoras as 
the official philanthropic auxiliary 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America.  

During the last 80 years the 
work of the Philoptochos Soci-
ety has grown exponentially with 
the increase in population of the 
Greek Orthodox community in 
North America, so has the num-
ber of people it serves that need 
care, compassion of human spirit, 
and love that our faith is mandated 
to dispense to those who are “the 
least of us” to quote our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s words.

The work of the Philoptochos is 
a noble mission that is committed 
to serve and assist those who are 
physically and emotionally wound-
ed and to make their lives a little 
better. The mission is all the more 
significant in these times of acute 
economic sufferings that have 
wreaked havoc in the lives of the 
most vulnerable among us. The Na-
tional Philoptochos Society boasts 
a membership of 27,000 dedicated 
ladies who serve the needy and 
the poor and underprivileged with 
agape, human dignity, care and de-
termination.

This Annual Luncheon is the 
primary fundraising event of the 
Chicago Metropolis Philoptochos 
during the year.  The word “Philop-
tochos” means “friends of the 
poor” and the fundraising activities 
of the Philoptochos Society sup-
port a number of local and national 
charitable projects serving the 
needs of the disadvantaged.  Pro-
ceeds from the luncheon this year 
will be allocated to benefit Saint 
Iakovos Camp and Retreat Center 
in Brighton, Wisconsin; Philoxenia 
House in Rochester, Minnesota; 
and Metropolis Philoptochos’ Phil-
anthropic endeavors.

Featured this year are two note-
worthy young speakers from the 
local parishes who will share their 
own personal experience of the 
Philoptochos’ projects with the au-
dience and how that experience im-
pacted their lives.  Pete Giannaris 
from St. Sophia in Elgin will share 
his first-hand experience of living 
in the Philoxenia House while be-
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ing treated for a kidney disorder, 
which he has suffered since birth, at 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Min-
nesota.  Chris Kantas, an attorney 
and former member of the Board 
of Trustees of University of Illinois 
at Champaign, and a member of St. 
Nicholas in Oak Lawn will speak 
about his experience at the Fanari 
and Ionian Village. 

The co-Chairwomen for the 
2011 Annual Luncheon are Mrs. 
Irene Arsoniadis and Mrs. Patty 
Tsaoussis.  Capacity is limited to 
365 so please make your reserva-
tions early to avoid disappoint-
ment.  For reservations please call 
Ms. Christina Hiotis at (847) 
699-7463 or Dr. Antonia Anton-
akos at (847) 291-3842.

Brookline, MA 
08/24/2011—Hellenic College 
Holy Cross, the oldest and larg-
est Christian Orthodox institu-
tion for higher learning in North 
America, will begin celebrat-
ing its 75 years of service to 
the Church and society. Activi-
ties will begin on October 16; 
with an inaugural dinner cruise 
on the Boston Harbor. Sever-
al additional events are being 
planned to mark the 75th over 
the next two years, recogniz-
ing the hierarchs, theologians, 
professors, students, adminis-
trators, alumni, donors and all 
those who have contributed to 
what is the most important aca-
demic institution for the Greek 
Orthodox Church in America. 
The anniversary celebration will 
culminate at Commencement, 
May 2013.

Hellenic College Holy Cross Celebrates 
75 Years of Serving the Orthodox Church
 

Celebration Activities to Begin This Fall
 Over the years, Hellenic 

College Holy Cross has grown 
into one academic commu-
nity comprised of two distinct 
schools that have evolved to-
gether. Hellenic College is the 
only accredited four-year under-
graduate program in the United 
States that is based on Ortho-
dox Christian principles. Holy 
Cross, the theological school of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America and member of the 
prestigious Boston Theological 
Institute, is the oldest and larg-
est Orthodox Christian school 
of theology in America, offering 
three higher education degrees; 
Master of Divinity (MDiv), 
Master of Theological Studies 
(MTS) and Master of Theology 
(ThM). Over 80% of the priests 
currently serving in the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of Amer-

ica are graduates of Holy Cross 
and Hellenic College Holy Cross 
has alumni in over 20 countries 
around the world.

 “Together, Hellenic College 
Holy Cross now provides pro-
grams that include elementary 
education, professional stud-
ies, religious studies and liberal 
arts,” said The Reverend Father 
Nicholas Triantafilou, the Presi-
dent of Hellenic College Holy 
Cross.  “Integrating faith, learn-
ing and service, HCHC has left 
a substantial and positive im-
print in Orthodox Churches and 
societies in America and around 
the world.”

About Hellenic College Holy 
Cross

Hellenic College Holy Cross 
was originally founded as Holy 
Cross Theological School in 

1937 in Pomfret, Connecticut. 
In 1946 the school was moved 
to Brookline, Massachusetts, 
where the students and faculty 
could take advantage of the edu-
cational and cultural opportuni-
ties of Greater Boston. In 1968, 
Holy Cross expanded its col-
legiate division to a four-year 
professional studies and liberal 
arts program. Hellenic College 
is a small but vibrant Orthodox 
Christian college offering six 
different majors for both wom-
en and men.  Today the facul-
ties and students of the under-
graduate and graduate schools 
continue to form one academic 
community, engaged in the edu-
cation and formation of the fu-
ture leaders of our Church and 
society.

 

Prayer of St. Basil
God, Lord of hosts and Mak-

er of all creation, who in Your 
great compassion and mercy 
sent down Your Only-Begotten 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the redemption of mankind 
and by His precious Cross de-
stroyed the record of our sins, 
triumphing over the source and 
power of darkness: O Lord and 
Lover of mankind, accept also 
the thanksgiving and fervent 
prayers of us sinners. Deliver 
us from every dark and harm-
ful transgression and from all 
the visible and invisible enemies 
that seek to destroy us. Nail our 
flesh to the fear of You, and do 
not incline our hearts to deceit-
ful words or thoughts, but wound 
our souls with love for You, that 
always looking to You, guided by 
Your light, and seeing You, the 
eternal and ineffable Light, we 
may give You unceasing praise 
and thanksgiving: to the Father 
without beginning, with Your 
Only-Begotten Son and Your all-
holy, good and life-giving Spirit, 
now and ever and unto ages of 
ages. Amen.


